
 

EAST GREENBUSH FIRE COMPANY 

NOVEMBER MONTHLY MEETING 

November 19, 2013 

The November 2013 meeting was called to order at 7:08pm by President Tim Boel. A 

pledge of the flag, a moment of silence our departed members, and roll call were all completed. 

Past Chief Clark Roehr makes a motion to accept the October meeting minutes as published, 

Chris Linck seconds the motion and the motion is carried. There was one special meeting since 

the last company meeting and this evening’s meeting. Prior to this company meeting there was 

an Executive Board meeting. After much discussion it was recommended by the Executive 

Board that no alcoholic beverages shall be consumed by Fire Company members during the 

Pancake Breakfast. Alcoholic beverages shall also not be made available to the patrons at the 

Pancake Breakfast. Alcohol shall not discredit this event. The other item discussed at the 

meeting was the roofing project at the North Station. The roof will be pitched and there will 

also be a replacement of two entry doors (Truck 11 side and the member’s lounge side) that 

are deteriorating significantly. Elevating the concrete pad by the entry door to the North Station 

member’s lounge. This will also alleviate the water problem that has been occurring since the 

1970’s. Doherty Brothers is the contractor for this project. The price for the work is $29,556.00. 

This price also includes the cold storage addition on the back of the North Station and a roof 

cover for the generator. We are tentative holding off on the addition until 2014 pending the 

outcome of the shale evaluation. The antennae on the firehouse and the flag pole would also 

have to come down with this construction project. It is recommended that a new flag/flag pole 

be affixed to the fire station, similar to the Main Station. Jeff Tooker makes a motion to accept 

the meeting minutes from the Executive Board meeting and move forward with the 

recommendations. Ed McCabe seconds the motion and the motion is carried by the 

membership.  

 



REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Financial Secretary Nancy Baker reports that 47 checks were written for the month of 

October. Seven (7) of the checks were written for over five-hundred dollars. There was no 

discussion. Bob Reineke makes a motion to accept the report, Bob Hepp seconds the motion 

and the report is accepted by the membership.  

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Treasurer Paul Benson reports the total income for the month of October was 

$14,582.00. It should be noted that $9,779.00 was from the fundraising. The total expenses 

totaled $34,486.63. It is noted by the Treasurer that $260.00 was paid out for station cleaning. 

The total current assets total $283,990.07. Past Chief Pete Lehmann makes the motion to 

accept the report. Greg Forgea seconds the motion and the report is accepted by the 

membership.  

MONTHLY VISA BILL REPORT 

Visa Bill Report- President Boel reports the previous balance of $4,564.91 was paid in 

full and received by Chase Bank on October 17th. There were 10 purchases for over two-

hundred dollars. The purchases are as follows: 9/24/13 for $223.72 at Lowes in Glenmont for 

Park Station Improvements (Beer Storage), 9/25/13 for $168.15 at Restaurant Depot in Colonie 

for Golf Outing, 9/26/13 $199.17 at Staples in town for the Sponsor Signs for Golf Outing, 

9/28/13 $221.02 at Turnpike Beverage for Golf Outing, 10/1/13 for $188.42 at Paesans Pizza in 

town for Golf Outing clean-up crew, 10/1/13 $366 at Price Chopper for Steak and Lobster Bake, 

9/29/13 at True Value for Charcoal; $207.75, 9/19/13 for Pavilion Heating Lights at Home 

Depot for $208.00, 9/28/13 $609.65 at Price Chopper for Golf Outing, and 10/10/13 at Central 

Restaurant Equipment for $150.00 for Pizza Night. Kathy Miller makes a motion to accept the 

report, Mike Lansing seconds and the report is accepted by the membership.  

 

REPORT OF THE OFFICERS 

Car 1- District Chief K. Hitchcock emphasizes to the members the importance of the Blue 

Light publication. This periodical keeps the members aware of what is occurring from the Chiefs 



Office and also the Fire Company. Anthony Gullo is the newest EMT. Physicals will not take 

place in January. The rates were raised significantly by Community Care Physicians. The Fire 

District is in the process of comparing prices with different medical providers that offer the 

same services for our physicals.  

Car 2-  Assistant Chief B. Lehmann thanked the members and Captain Forgea for 

completing another successful Pub Ed program this year. The fitness room project is just about 

complete. Nick Goyer and his crew of painters have been busy. Thanks to Joe Lacivita for 

getting the project initiated along with President Boel. The SCBA batteries will be getting 

changed out within the next few weeks.   

Car 3- Assistant Chief Chris Dick thanked all the members that provided service for the 

brush fire that we were dispatched to on the railroad tracks. Amtrak appreciated the 

cooperation. The Holmotro Tools on Engine 8 and Engine 9 have been serviced and they 

apparently were not starting correctly. The new SAE 94 needs to be used. The containers are 

marked on both trucks. There may have possibly been a mixture issue.   

Car 4- Jeff Tooker reports that 8 members will be taking the Fire Police class, December 

3rd. The vehicle fire drill is tentatively scheduled for November 26th. Pay attention to emails and 

text messages regarding the drills.  

Captains- Chris Cargain reports he will need help at Firefighter 1 with Truck 11. Nick 

Goyer and Anthony Gullo will assist with the upcoming class that Truck 11 has been requested 

for. Greg Forgea reports that CHFD was awarded a $150,000 grant. East Greenbush is part of 

it. Joint Services rescue grant thru USAR. Updated rope items.  

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES 

Buildings/Building Use Report- President Boel reports that the total income for the 

month of October was $4,475.68. The total expenses were $2,304.00. The total profit for the 

month is $2,171.68. The total income year to date for the Banquet Hall & Pavilion is 

$35,232.86. The year to date income for the Banquet Hall Bar is $8,724.00. Chuck Alger makes 

a motion to accept the report. Mike Memole seconds the motion, and the report is accepted by 

the membership. President Boel reports that the door in the Park Station Member’s Lounge has 



been fixed. This door should never be damaged again! Glen Linck’s picture has been knocked 

down apparently and the glass was also broken. Needs to be repaired.  

  Fitness Room- The ceiling tiles will be replaced soon. The new paint is on the walls as 

previously mentioned by Assistant Chief Lehmann. The color scheme is slightly different yet 

attractive for that room. The floor will be installed on Saturday. There will be a work detail at 

10am for this room. The Chiefs Office is looking to purchase a piece of Universal equipment. 

This is the safest piece of equipment out there on the market. It’s a 12 position universal 

system. It does have a bench. The Fire District has agreed to pay $3,000.00. Bob Lehmann 

makes motion for the company to provide the final $2,000.00. It’s a 12 position universal 

system. It does have a bench. Chuck Alger seconds the motion. All members were in favor with 

opposition from Mike Memole. Motion carried.  

 Constitution and By Laws- There has been a By-Law change proposed by Bob Lehmann 

and Mike Benson Jr. The proposed changed has been posted at the fire stations since last 

month’s meeting. Basically the proposed change is to have a Station Captain (1) Captain per 

station which would eliminate 2 Captain positions. The proposed by-law change also included 

eliminating a Fire Police Lieutenant position. Joe Lacivita stated that the current positions 

should remain in place. When operating at a large scale incident all the Officer positions of the 

Fire Police Squad are needed. Mike Memole believes it would be a poor decision approving this 

by-law change regarding the span of control. David A. Cook also disagreed with the by-law 

change. Assistant Chief Lehmann explained in extended detail part of the reason why the by-

law change was proposed by himself and Mike. It was also noted by Captain G. Forgea that for 

the past 4-5 years nominations are taken off the floor for officer positions because there are not 

enough interested candidates to fulfill the slated positions that have been set forth since 1916. 

Mike Benson Jr. also informs the membership that he has approached some senior firefighters 

about moving up to fulfill a Foreman or Lieutenant position and no one seems to be interested. 

We are at a different time in this Fire Company and something needs to change. After a vote 26 

members voted in favor of the by-law change, however it was not enough votes and the by-law 

change was defeated.  

 2014 Installation Dinner- Vice President Iorio reports to the members that tickets are on 

sale for $25.00. The venue will be at the Hilton Garden Inn on Hoosick Street (Route 7) in Troy. 

A DJ has also been secured for the event.  



 Pizza Night- Linda Cook reports since the last company meeting there were two pizza 

night events. On October 26th the total income was $2,709.00. The total expenses were 

$1,327.07. The total profit minus a $300.00 start-up bag totals $1,081.93. The 25% to the 

Ladies Auxiliary is $254.70. A bake sale was also held by Connie Stahlman which was a highly 

productive fundraiser for the Peters Dairy family. This also brought us in some good business. 

At the November 9th Pizza Night the total expenses were $1,422.91. The total income is 

$2,007.00. The total profit minus the $300.00 start-up bag totals $284.10. The 25% to the 

Ladies Auxiliary is $71.00. Chris Linck makes a motion to accept the report, Pete Lehmann 

seconds the motion. The motion is carried.  

Banquet Hall Kitchen- President Boel reminds the members to keep the kitchen clean 

and empty the garbage. Stop soiling the kitchen facility! People pay money to use the kitchen, it 

needs to be kept in a clean manner. The renting party does not care if we had our company 

meeting or a pizza night the night prior.  

Archives- Marty Miller will repair the damaged photos.  

Annual Dinner- Chairman Chris Dick reports that comedian Mitchell Walters has been 

secured for the Annual Dinner. The bar tender is secured for 5:30pm. Chris Dick also will be 

including a clean-up crew into his budget.   

Training Center- President Boel reports that there are 3 broken windows at that facility. 

The windows need to be repaired. Placing plastic around the window is not sufficient. That is a 

district responsibility. We as a company own that building.  

Convention- Chairman Greg Forgea reports the members room checks will be deposited 

this week. 2015 and 2016 conventions are in Lake George. The Marine Village Hotel does not 

look good for us to book.  

Vegas Night- Not going to happen. It was going to cost us $1,200 to rent equipment.  

December 9th there will be a budget meeting to evaluate the 2014 budget. Vice 

President Iorio will be running the meeting.  

Nominating Committee- Main Station submitted the following list of candidates for the 

year 2014- Vice President- Mike Benson Jr., Recording Secretary- Jeff Tooker, and Membership 



Secretary- Nick Madore. Captains- Mike Benson Jr., Lieutenants- Mark Becker, Foreman- RP 

Smith. No other names were submitted.  Park Station- Kathy Miller will be taking over as the 

nominations chairperson. Mike Memole for Fire Police Squad LT and Membership Secretary. 

Marc Iorio for LT, no other names were submitted. North Station Nominations Chairman is Pete 

Lehmann. The following is the list of officer candidates for 2014- Treasurer- Paul Benson, 

Financial Secretary- Nancy Baker, Captains- Greg Forgea, and Chris Cargain. Lieutenants- Matt 

Sullivan, Foreman- Joe Winnicki, George Forgea. Chris Cargain states he is not a candidate for 

Captain. No other names were submitted.  

Membership Committee- Past Chief D.A. Cook passed out packets of applications to the 

station chief for them to put in their vehicles and to put in there stations.  

Murder Mystery Dinner- Vice President Iorio reports the total income for the event was 

$2,678.00. The total expenses were $771.00. The total profit for the event is $1,907.00. The 

total bar income is $1,104.00.  

Pancake Breakfast- Kevin Hitchcock reports the profit for the EGFD is $1,620.82.  

Long Range Planning Committee- Past President/Past Chief Mike Benson Sr. reports that 

his Committee is at a standstill at this time with the North Station project finalized. Monies need 

to be set aside in an account for the new Main Station, which will be next big project for this 

Fire Company.   

2016 Committee- Car 2 and Car 4 state plans will be discussed in the next few months. 

PROPOSALS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Ty Herrington residing at 19 Blueberry Meadows in Schodack Center submitted an 

application for active membership. He graduated for Columbia High last year and has many 

friends from high school that are in the EGFD. He works at Evergreen Commons.  

ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Nick Field residing at 2667 Reno Road in Schodack Center submitted an application for 

active membership last month. He is employed by NYS Thruway Authority. He has 14 years of 

fire service with the East Schodack Fire Department. Captain Mike Benson spoke on Nick’s 

behalf. He has attended every drill since he submitted an application. RP Smith makes a motion 



to accept Nick as a new member. Mark Becker seconds the motion. The motion is carried and 

Nick was sworn in by President Boel.  

SIX MONTH PROBATIONARY REVIEW 

Mark Waters has resigned previously. He has asked to be removed from the roles 

permanently. All members were in favor.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The Firefighter Exempt Certificates just need to be notarized.  They will be distributed at 

the December company meeting. Joe Winnicki discussed the problem with the light sensors at 

the North Station members lounge. Joe states that he can fix the problem and makes a motion 

that the total cost should not exceed $150.00. Chuck Alger seconds the motion. Motion carried.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Dave Becker discusses the Peter Farm Dairy and soliciting funds for the family. Dave is 

asking for a $500.00 donation for the family. Dave A. Cook seconds the motion. Motion carried.  

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

President Boel reminds the members that the snow plow bids need to be in by 

December 9th.  

Life Member Status- Clark Roehr Jr. joined the EGFD on October 16, 1993. He is eligible 

for life membership in the Fire Company. He is a Past Chief and has held many Line Officer 

positions before that. He was very active. All members were in favor and Clark Roehr Jr. is now 

a Life Member of the EGFD.  

Greg Forgea discussed an Adopt a Family for the holidays. Greg makes a motion to 

continue with the Adopt at Family program. Greg makes a motion not to exceed $250.00.  Jeff 

Tooker seconds the motion and advises the Executive Board to take the money out of the Adult 

Christmas Party budget line. There will still be plenty of money to have a great party for our 

members.   



Chief Letters- Kevin Hitchcock submitted a letter for Car 1. Bob Lehmann submitted a 

letter for Car 2. Chris Dick submitted a letter for Car 2 and Car 3. Jeff Tooker submitted a letter 

for Car 3 and Car 4.  

Tom White discussed the Blue Light article that was published regarding the way an 

article was written regarding the Peter Dairy Farm Fire. Much discussion was raised and it was 

agreed that the Blue Light periodical needs to really be edited and proofread before it is 

published for our own members to read. Marc Iorio reports that he and Mike Benson Jr. will 

take care of the editing and proof reading from now on.  

A letter was forwarded to the Fire Company from the Fire District requesting use of the 

facility for their elections. There is an event in the Banquet Hall so the elections will need to 

take place in the training room downstairs. The date of the Commissioners elections is 

December 10th.  

Mike Benson Sr. commended the Explorer Post 11 members for their hard work at 

fundraisers and at drills. Past Chief David A. Cook also commended Kathy Miller for her 

dedication to the Explorers.  

Greg Forgea reports that his father is doing better. He can go back to work 2 days a 

week coming up soon and then possibly a full week very soon. He will be on medication for a 

very long time. The prognosis is much better at this time. Greg thanked the membership for the 

texts, phone calls, emails etc. regarding this matter.   

Membership Secretary Nick Madore discussed membership dues. Members must pay 

dues by December in order to vote.  

Cops on Top Program……Kathy Miller makes motion a motion and Marty Miller seconds 

the motion that the EGFD partake in this event. The request was for and Engine company or 

Truck 11 to be present for a short time at this fundraiser. SGT Ernie Tubbs of EGPD will be 

sitting atop of Wal-Mart to raise funds for the Special Olympics.  

The Fire Police Squad and the Ladies Aux have the food detail for the Annual Meeting 

next month. 50/50 winner is Tom Whittemore. Nick Madore makes a motion to adjourn the 

meeting. Chuck Alger seconds the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 9:07pm with 51 

members present.  



        Respectfully Submitted, 

        Mike Benson Jr. 

        Recording Secretary 

*************This page in the minutes is set aside for Life Member Bert Bruins whom 

passed away recently. R.I.P. Gilbert Bruins.  
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